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RUSSIAN MISSILE STRIKES CAUSE POWER
BLACKOUTS, LEAVE 80% KYIV RESIDENTS WITHOUT
WATER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Ukraine suffered sweeping blackouts and water supplies were cut for 80% of Kyiv residents on
Monday after what Ukrainian officials called another “massive” Russian missile attack on energy
facilities.

The Ukrainian Army said “more than 50” cruise missiles were launched at targets across the
country, days after Russia blamed Ukraine for drone attacks on its fleet in the Black Sea.

The Army said many missiles were shot down by air defences but Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal said they had caused power cuts in “hundreds” of areas across seven Ukrainian
regions.

Several blasts were heard in the capital Kyiv.

The Russian Army confirmed it had carried out cruise missile strikes and said they had all
reached their intended targets.

Missile shot down

In Moldova, the government said a Russian missile shot down by Ukrainian air defences fell on
a village in the north of the country, but without causing any injuries.

Monday’s attack comes after Russia pulled out of a landmark agreement that allowed vital grain
shipments via a maritime safety corridor.

Despite Russia’s decision, two cargo ships loaded with grain and other agricultural products left
Ukrainian ports on Monday, according to a marine traffic website.

But Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov warned that continuing grain exports without Russian
participation was “hardly feasible”.

“It takes on a different character, much more risky, dangerous,” he said.

“Civilian cargo ships can never be a military target or held hostage. The food must flow,” Amir
Abdulla, UN Coordinator for the Black Sea Grain Initiative, said on Twitter.

The Ukrainian Army says ‘more than 50’ cruise missiles were launched at targets across the
country
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U.S. PLANS TO DEPLOY B-52S TO AUSTRALIA AMID
CHINA TENSIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The U.S. earlier deployed four B-52s in Guam, a U.S. island territory in the Western
Pacific.Ahnn Young-joon

The United States is planning to deploy up to six nuclear-capable B-52 bombers to an air base
in northern Australia, amid heightened tensions with China.

Dedicated facilities for the bombers will be set up at the Royal Australian Air Force’s remote
Tindal base, about 300 km south of Darwin, the capital of Australia’s Northern Territory.

The development was first reported by the Australian Broadcasting Corp’s Four Corners
programme, citing U.S. documents.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said Australia engages with the United States on defence
alliances “from time to time”.

Australia’s Northern Territory is already host to frequent military collaborations with the U.S.

When asked for a comment at a regular briefing on Monday, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian said defence and security cooperation between countries should not
target third parties.

 Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values


Page 5

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-11-01

UN WARNS ‘SHARP’ GLOBAL LABOUR MARKET
SLOWDOWN IS UNDERWAY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

The war raging in Ukraine and other overlapping crises are taking a toll on labour markets
worldwide, the UN said, suggesting a “sharp” slowdown was already under way. In a fresh
report, the International Labour Organization cautioned that the outlook for global labour markets
has deteriorated in recent months.afp
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DRUG SHORTAGES PERSIST IN SRI LANKA AMID
CONTINUING ECONOMIC CRISIS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Mounting woes:In 2021, Sri Lanka had imported more than $800 million worth of pharmaceutical
products.File PhotoDINUKA LIYANAWATTE

Sri Lanka’s painful economic crisis may have let up a little, mainly for those who can afford
higher living costs, but shortages continue to affect its noted health care system, according to
officials and medical practitioners.

Despite international lending agencies and bilateral partners, especially India, pumping in
emergency credit, the health sector is still short of over 150 essential drugs. “We are trying our
best to maintain an optimum level of supplies, but there is a shortage,” Dr. D.R.K. Herath,
Deputy Director General of the Health Ministry’s Medical Supplies Division, told The Hindu .

Compared to the severe shortages of fuel, food items, and medicines that Sri Lanka
experienced earlier this year, when the government ran out of dollars, supplies have improved
now, with the government rationing fuel, repurposing available funds, and obtaining support from
bilateral partners, mainly India.

All the same, much of Sri Lanka’s fundamental economic challenges remain. In October,
headline inflation was at 66%, while food inflation was at 85.6%. The International Monetary
Fund’s (IMF) External Fund Facility (EFF), which Sri Lanka hoped would come through by the
end of this year, may take longer, as Sri Lanka’s efforts to restructure its debt — a prerequisite
for the EFF — appear delayed.

Significant factor

Meanwhile, to cope with the short supply of drugs, hospitals are using a recently set-up
centralised system for supplies and coordinating among themselves. But the shortages are a
“significant” factor for the day-to-day functioning of the country’s health sector, said Dr. Surantha
Perera, Vice-President of the Sri Lanka Medical Association, a national-level professional body
for practitioners.

Drugs used for treatment of cancer are in short supply, doctors said, while pointing to a shortage
of medical devices and reagents used for laboratory tests and investigations. Surgical supplies
are inadequate and servicing medical equipment has become harder, they observed. “It is hard
to quantify the impact of these shortages, but we can certainly say that it impacts the quality of
medical care,” Dr. Perera said.

Medical professionals are raising funds from donors abroad and within the country to cope, and
working with the Health Ministry in its efforts to source drugs.

Over 80% of Sri Lanka’s medical supplies are imported. In 2021, the island nation imported
more than $800 million worth of pharmaceutical products.

For many years, India has been a major supplier of essential drugs to Sri Lanka, said Sarath
Liyanage, chairman of the State Pharmaceutical Corporation. Even now, Sri Lanka is counting
on Indian companies to supply essential drugs. The Ranil Wickremesinghe government has
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earmarked $200 million for the purpose, from the billion-dollar credit line extended by India this
year, as part of its nearly $4 billion total assistance to Sri Lanka. “However, there are some
administrative delays that affect swift supply of the medicines,” Mr. Liyanage said, pointing to an
elaborate trail of paperwork involved in procuring drugs through the facility.

Further, new supplies are approved by the Indian authorities only after pending payments are
cleared, sources aware of the credit line mechanism said. “This credit line is a new framework
altogether for both sides. Everyone is trying their best to expedite the process,” a Colombo-
based official said, requesting anonymity.
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GERMANY’S CALL FOR SPECIAL SESSION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS COUNCIL MAY TEST INDIA’S STANCE ON IRAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Annalena BaerbockMarkus Schreiber

Apart from the upcoming Universal Periodic Review of India at the Human Rights Council
(HRC), Indian diplomacy is faced with an additional challenge as Germany’s Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock has demanded a special session of the council on Iran’s crackdown on
peaceful protesters.

In a series of social media messages, Ms. Baerbock announced on October 26 that Germany
would push for a special sitting of the global human rights body to discuss the human rights
status of Iran.

“The brutal repression must not remain without consequences for those responsible. Among
other things, we support a special human rights council [session] and will support NGOs in
documenting crimes. We will expand our projects in the area of human rights, among other
things, and provide places in our protection programmes for particularly vulnerable Iranian
people from the areas of culture, science, media and civil society,” Ms. Baerbock said.

India’s stand

The protests in Iran began after the reported custodial killing of Kurdish-Iranian activist Mahsa
Amini on September 16.

The protest that broke out against this backdrop has continued across the country since then.
India, a member of the council, has, however, refused to condemn the violence against unarmed
protesters so far.

The Hindu has learned that the Indian side believes the timing of the German Minister’s demand
for a special sitting has come at an inconvenient phase as the session for the Universal Periodic
Review (UPR) will be held from November 7 to 18.

Squeezing in the agenda

Apart from India, the session will cover Bahrain, Ecuador, Tunisia, Morocco, Indonesia, Finland,
the United Kingdom, Algeria, the Philippines, Brazil, Poland, the Netherlands, and South Africa.

Sources indicated that given the fact that 14 countries will undergo the UPR during the session,
it is very difficult to squeeze in a discussion on Iran’s human rights scenario.

Germany will require the support of the Western bloc at the council (approximately 17 countries)
to force the global body to have a debate and as a leading power, it is most likely to receive
such a support.

However, Germany has not followed up Ms. Baerbock’s announcement with further actions,
adding to a sense of suspense here about the next move from the Western bloc on Iran.
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A high-decibel Western campaign against Iran at the council is expected to exert pressure on
India as a similar situation was evident during the recent western bid to have a special
discussion on the status of Uighur Muslims of Xinjiang in China which was narrowly defeated.
While the Western members voted for the special discussion, India voted against the move.
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INDIA-U.K. FTA WILL TIGHTEN SCREWS ON GENERIC
DRUGS: MSF

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - UK

The proposals on intellectual property (IP) rights in the draft India-U.K. Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) will hurt the global supply of generic medicines, Doctors Without Borders (Médecins Sans
Frontières or MSF) warned on Wednesday. In a press note, the international organisation said
the intellectual property chapter of the India-U.K. FTA contains “harmful IP provisions”. The IP-
related chapter, leaked on October 31, showed the controversial provisions tabled by the U.K. to
“tighten the screws on producing, supplying and exporting affordable generic medicines from
India”.

“Given the disastrous consequences this leaked IP chapter could have on the global supply of
generic medicines, the U.K. government should withdraw it completely,” Leena Menghaney,
South Asia head of MSF’s Access Campaign, said.

In a “Fact Sheet”, MSF has argued that the demand for “harmonisation” of Indian patent law with
the U.K.’s laws will lead to dilution of important provisions in the Indian patent system necessary
for manufacturing generics.

“Article E.10 of the leaked IP chapter stipulates that both parties “shall not” make patent
opposition proceedings available BEFORE the grant of a patent. In effect, this provision applies
only to India as the U.K. does not have a pre-grant opposition system — this goes directly
against the current Indian patent law, which allows patent opposition proceedings both before
and after the grant of a patent,” the MSF.

A U.K. government spokesperson said they would not comment on the “alleged leaks” and will
sign “a deal that is fair, reciprocal, and ultimately in the best interests of the British people and
the economy.”

It is feared that the FTA provision goes directly against the current Indian patent law
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WE WANT TO BE INDIA’S DEFENCE PARTNER OF
CHOICE: U.S. OFFICIAL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

Michael L. Baker

“We want to be the partner of choice for India,” a senior U.S. defence official said on Wednesday
while stating that America is the best partner when it comes to sharing high-end technology and
next-generation equipment while India diversifies its military arsenal ending heavy dependence
on Russia. To a question on the situation on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and conversation
between India and the U.S., Rear Admiral Michael L. Baker, the U.S. Defence Attaché in India,
said the two countries worked closely to exchange views and both could not take the eye off the
ball on regional security issues.

“India has the ability to choose its partners. It has made a conscious decision to diversify over
the last decade. And it has made a conscious decision to partner with the U.S. on a host of
areas. My focus is on how to take that forward,” he said in a conversation with a small group of
journalists. There are some pretty challenges across sharing high-end technology and next-
generation equipment, and the U.S. is the best partner in that, he said.

To a question on the recent submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) test by INS Arihant ,
India’s nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine, the Rear Admiral said, “A country is able to
go through and test its lawful and sovereign capabilities in a responsible way. From what I can
tell, India has done that in a responsible way.”

On the continuing stand-off in eastern Ladakh and the situation along the LAC, he said it was
certainly an important area for them and they remained watchful. “We work closely with India to
exchange our views on this area to make sure that we have a clear understanding of what we
think may be happening. I think it is a space both for India and the U.S. to remain watchful. We
can’t take the eye off the ball of regional security issues.”

There has been talk of India and the U.S. doing joint patrols in the past which was turned down
by the Defence Ministry at that point. India has since carried out joint patrols with France. Asked
if the time has come for joint patrols between India and the U.S., he said to one degree, they
were conducting joint patrols, referring to the broad naval cooperation.

India has ships inside the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF). Alongside the U.S., “we operate in
the same operational space in the North Arabian Sea, in the Arabian Gulf”, he noted. “As India
makes its deployments into the Pacific, it is almost continually operating with the U.S. forces.
Whether we make some sort of formal deceleration is kind of a secondary question. Navies of
the world are out there on the sea together. We can’t help but be in the space together... We
operate together pretty routinely,” he said.

On the efforts for co-development and co-production of military hardware, he said they had good
meetings this year on the next steps of the the Defence Technology Trade Initiative (DTTI). “It is
a focus area of our dialogue right now,” he said.
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NETANYAHU, ALLIES SECURE VICTORY IN ISRAEL
ELECTION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

Victory wave:Israeli far-right lawmaker and the head of ‘Jewish Power’ party, Itamar Ben-Gvir,
waves the Israel flag after first exit poll results for the Israeli Parliamentary election in
Jerusalem.APOren Ziv

Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his right-wing allies secured a clear victory and
a majority in Parliament following elections two days ago, Israel’s electoral commission said on
Thursday.

Results released by the electoral commission said that with 99% of votes counted, Mr.
Netanyahu and his far-right allies had secured a majority.

With 32 seats for Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud party, 18 for ultra-Orthodox parties and 14 for a far-right
alliance called Religious Zionism, the right-wing bloc won a total of 64 seats, while caretaker
Prime Minister Yair Lapid’s centrist bloc won 51 seats.

The commission added that the official and final results would be presented to Israel’s President
on Wednesday.

Mr. Lapid called his rival Mr. Netanyahu to congratulate him on Thursday. Mr. Lapid’s
concession sets the former premier up to form what may be the most right-wing government in
Israeli history, while also spelling the end of an unprecedented period of political deadlock.

The 73-year-old Netanyahu secured his comeback after 14 months in the Opposition. He
remains on trial over corruption allegations, which he denies, with the case returning to court on
Monday.

Mr. Netanyahu has already begun talks with coalition partners on the make-up of a new
government, Israeli media reported, but there was no immediate confirmation from his Likud
party.
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RUSSIA WARNS U.K. OVER DRONE ATTACKS AT ITS
BLACK SEA FLEET

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Deborah BronnertSHAMIL ZHUMATOV

Russia on Thursday summoned the U.K. Ambassador and warned London of “dangerous
consequences” after accusing Britain of helping Kyiv carry out an attack on Moscow’s Black Sea
fleet in Crimea last week.

“Such confrontational actions of the English carry a threat of escalation of the situation and could
lead to unpredictable and dangerous consequences,” the Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

Moscow said it had delivered a “strong protest” to U.K. Ambassador Deborah Bronnert. It
claimed British forces were training Ukrainian special services, including for “sabotage
operations at sea”.

On Saturday, Russia accused the U.K. of helping Kyiv orchestrate a drone attack on its ships in
the port of Sevastopol in Moscow-annexed Crimea.

‘Concrete facts’

Bronnert arrived at Moscow’s towering Soviet-era Foreign Ministry building, with a line of people
chanting ‘Britain is a terrorist state’, state media showed. The Foreign Ministry said it had
handed “concrete facts” of London’s “hostile provocations” to her.

“A demand was put forward to stop them immediately,” it said.

Moscow claimed U.K. military specialists were training Ukrainian special forces in the southern
city of Ochakiv, “including training for underwater saboteurs for operations in the waters of the
Black and Azov seas”.

Russia last week also accused the U.K. of being implicated in explosions on the Nord Stream
pipelines in September.

The U.K. says these are “false claims on an epic scale”. Relations between London and Moscow
have been degrading for years. Russia considers the U.K., one of Ukraine's strongest backers,
as one of the most unfriendly Western countries.

Such confrontational actions of the English carry a threat of escalation of the situation and could
lead to unpredictable and dangerous consequences,
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G7 COALITION SAID TO AGREE ON SETTING FIXED
PRICE FOR RUSSIAN OIL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The Group of Seven rich nations and Australia have agreed to set a fixed price when they
finalise a price cap on Russian oil later this month, rather than adopting a floating rate, sources
said on Thursday.

U.S. officials and G7 nations have been in intense negotiations in recent weeks over the
unprecedented plan to put a price cap on seaborne oil shipments, slated to take effect on
December 5, to ensure EU and U.S. sanctions, aimed at limiting Moscow’s ability to fund its war
in Ukraine, do not throttle the global oil market.

“The coalition has agreed the price cap will be a fixed price that will be reviewed regularly rather
than a discount to an index,” said a source.
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CHINA NAMES 11 XINJIANG HIGHWAY BRIDGES
AFTER SLAIN GALWAN SOLDIERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

In the Galwan Valley clash between the Indian and Chinese army men, 20 Indian soldiers had
lost lives.APANONYMOUS

Beijing on Friday said it had named 11 bridges along its key Tibet-Xinjiang highway, parts of
which run through Aksai Chin, after four Chinese soldiers killed in the June 2020 Galwan Valley
clash.

Eleven bridges along the G219 national highway, which today runs along China’s western
borders and initially began as an artery through Aksai Chin linking Tibet and Xinjiang — its
construction in the 1950s on land claimed by India triggered tensions eventually leading up to
the 1962 war — have been named after the four PLA soldiers and their hometowns in China, the
Communist Party-run Global Times reported.

This was done “as a way of commemorating” the soldiers, the newspaper said, adding that they
had “become the epitome of Chinese people’s ever-growing patriotic sentiment.”

Aggressive moves

The June 2020 Galwan Valley clash followed the PLA’s aggressive moves along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) starting in April that year. The clash led to the loss of lives of 20 Indian
soldiers and at least four Chinese soldiers, marking the worst violence on the border since 1967.
China only announced its fatalities in February 2021.

Tensions on the LAC remain three years on, with the PLA since dragging its feet in disengaging
and de-escalating. Both sides have disengaged at five friction points but are yet to do so in
Demchok and Depsang. Three years on, Chinese state media have continued to highlight the
Galwan clash and the role of its soldiers, five of whom received honours, four of them
posthumously. The bridges are named after the four soldiers, Chen Xiangrong, Xiao Siyuan,
Wang Zhuoran and Chen Hongjun, and their hometowns.

The Galwan commander Qi Fabao, who was honoured by the PLA Central Military Commission
headed by leader Xi Jinping, last month attended the Communist Party Congress, as one of the
2,296 invited party delegates — a politically significant move, observers said, that was meant to
send a signal both within China and abroad.
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N. KOREA LAUNCHES BALLISTIC MISSILES AS U.S.-S.
KOREA AIR FORCE EXERCISES END

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

North Korea fired four ballistic missiles on Saturday, the South Korean military said, the latest in
Pyongyang’s testing blitz this week as Washington and Seoul concluded their biggest-ever air
force drills.

The flurry of North Korean launches included an Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) and one
that landed near the South’s territorial waters. South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol said it
was “effectively a territorial invasion”.

The launches came as hundreds of U.S. and South Korean warplanes — including B-1B heavy
bombers — participated in the ‘Vigilant Storm’ exercise, which Pyongyang described as
“aggressive and provocative”.

“The South Korean military detected four short-range ballistic missiles launched by North Korea
from Tongrim, North Pyongan Province, to the West Sea at around 11:32 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.
today,” South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said in a statement on Saturday, using another
name for the Yellow Sea.

Flight distance

Their “flight distance was detected at about 130 km, an altitude of about 20 km, and a speed of
about Mach 5”, they added. Mach 5 is equivalent to five times the speed of sound.

The U.S. and South Korea have warned that these launches could culminate in a nuclear test by
North Korea, and extended their air force drills to Saturday in response. Vigilant Storm was
originally scheduled to run from Monday to Friday. Pyongyang ramped up missile launches in
response to the drills. Such exercises have long provoked strong reactions from North Korea,
which sees them as rehearsals for an invasion.
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CASH-STRAPPED PAKISTAN SET TO GET ADDITIONAL
$13 BILLION IN FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM CHINA,
SAUDI ARABIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Cash-strapped Pakistan has secured about $13 billion in additional financial support from its
traditional allies China and Saudi Arabia, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar has said, as the
government tries to steady the country’s weak economy.

Mr. Dar said that under the new financial support, Pakistan would be getting about $9 billion
from China and $4 billion from Saudi Arabia on top of assurances for about $20 billion in
investments, the Dawn newspaper reported.

He said that during Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s recent visit to Beijing, the Chinese
leadership promised to roll over $4 billion in sovereign loans, refinance $3.3 billion commercial
bank loans and increase currency swap by about$1.45 billion — from 30 billion yuan to 40 billion
yuan. The total worked out to $8.75 billion.

“They promised the security of financial support,” Mr. Dar, who recently took over as the new
Finance Minister of Pakistan from his predecessor Miftah Ismail, said and quoted Chinese
President Xi Jinping as telling Mr. Sharif, “Don’t worry, we will not let you down”.

The Minister said he had also suggested a part of the outstanding dues of Chinese power
producers to be converted into overall debt stock and had already cleared about Rs 160 billion in
recent months.

Saudi’s help

Responding to another question, Mr. Dar said Saudi Arabia had also “given a positive response”
to Pakistan’s request for increasing its financing by another $3 billion to $6 billion and doubling
its deferred oil facility of $1.2 billion.

The two heads worked out at $4.2 billion and the Finance Minister said there was no delay
except a month or so of processing time, the report said.

PM Sharif’s recent visit to Beijing helped secure $8.75 billion in aid, with President Xi promising
not to let Pakistan down
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RUSSIA BECOMES INDIA’S TOP CRUDE OIL SUPPLIER
IN OCTOBER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Russia has become India’s top oil supplier in October, surpassing traditional sellers Saudi
Arabia and Iraq, according to data from energy cargo tracker Vortexa. Russia, which made up
for just 0.2% of all oil imported by India till March 31, 2022, supplied 9,35,556 barrels per day
(bpd) of crude oil to India in October — the highest ever. It now makes up for 22% of India’s total
crude imports, ahead of Iraq’s 20.5% and Saudi Arabia’s 16%. India’s appetite for Russian oil
swelled ever since it started trading on discount as the West shunned it to punish Moscow for its
invasion of Ukraine.PTI
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THE CONTINUING STALEMENT IN MYANMAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

File photo of protests against the military coup in Yangon, Myanmar, in February 2021. | Photo
Credit: REUTERS

Twenty-one months after a military coup, which derailed a decade-old experiment with limited
democracy, Myanmar is struggling to cope with the consequences. People are suffering,
authorities and opposition forces are locked in a cycle of violent clashes, the economy is
deteriorating, and ASEAN’s mission to produce a solution has failed.

When the Tatmadaw (military), unhappy with the victory of the Aung San Suu Kyi-led National
League for Democracy in the November 2020 elections, chose to violate the constitution, it
acted in the belief that the people would accept its diktat, as they had done in previous decades.
Clearly, it underestimated public anger and their commitment to freedom and democracy. Even
after killing over 2,300 people and imprisoning thousands, including Ms. Suu Kyi, the military still
faces a rebellion. Its plan to hold an election next year stands jeopardised.

With two key dimensions, the opposition has prevented the military from having its way. First,
the parallel National Unity Government (NUG) may not be recognised by any state, but it
continues to receive political and financial support from abroad. It has effectively channelled
popular indignation against military rule, while still being vulnerable due to the paucity of
resources and the absence of a visible leader. Second, the about 20 ethnic armed organisations
(EAOs), located in the east, north and west of Myanmar’s periphery, have divergent approaches
towards the post-coup conflict. Many view it as an intra-Bamar contestation, an issue of limited
concern to them. Some like the Karens and Kachins support the NUG, while others, especially
those controlled or supported by China, remain aloof. Those operating in the Chin and Rakhine
states are engaged in a fierce armed conflict with the military and have enfeebled it. But overall,
due to their divergences and relative weaknesses, the EAOs are unlikely to defeat the military.

Thus, while the opposition has performed well, it is unable to turn the tide in its favour, without a
nationwide front against the Tatmadaw. National reconciliation between the military and civilian
forces, and ethnic reconciliation between the majority Bamars and ethnic minorities, have been
put on hold. Ms. Suu Kyi, 77, the most popular leader, has been sentenced to 26 years of
imprisonment in multiple cases on apparently trumped-up charges.

Besides, 1.1 million Rohingya, driven by military oppression to seek shelter in Bangladesh in
2017, continue to languish there. Dhaka’s efforts to arrange their safe return have failed. Armed
clashes between the military and their ethnic opponents in the border region are having a
spillover effect in Bangladesh. Dhaka continues to show restraint and a preference for diplomacy
to manage the situation.

The UN has been forthright in criticising the coup. It has expressed concern over continuing
violence, support for a ‘democratic transition’, a release of all political prisoners and dialogue
among the parties concerned. However, the UN Secretary General’s special envoy has had little
success in promoting peace. The UN’s failure lies in the sharp divisions within the international
community on how to deal with this vexed issue.

The western powers have been severely critical of the military. They have put in place several
restrictive measures and imposed more sanctions. They have extended support to the NUG. On
the other hand, Russia has given considerable backing to the military regime, seeing in its own
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isolation an opportunity to strengthen bilateral cooperation in defence and energy supplies.
China is keeping a door open to democratic forces even while doing business with the regime
and exploiting every opportunity to ensure progress on the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor.
ASEAN is divided in three ways: Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore are pro-democracy;
Thailand and Laos are pro-military; and Vietnam and the Philippines are ambivalent. This
disunity and the Tatmadaw’s refusal to cooperate with ASEAN have led to the non-
implementation of the Five-Point Consensus. The upcoming ASEAN summit may provide clues
on whether the grouping can forge a united stand and devise something that works better. India
is concerned as the post-coup conditions have adversely impacted its interests and hampered
bilateral cooperation. Mega projects stand delayed. Some 50,000 refugees, as per unofficial
estimates, have been camping in Mizoram.

Meanwhile, there is an erroneous perception that India has abandoned the Myanmar people.
The reality is that India proactively advocates an early restoration of democracy, the release of
prisoners, and internal dialogue. Can India do more? It can explore the possibility of a combined
mediatory role with ASEAN and like-minded neighbours. Will China have a role in such a group?
India-China relations preclude that possibility.

Through greater unity, external players can help Myanmar in creating a suitable environment for
dialogue on a political settlement. Distant countries such as Norway and Japan can play a
helpful role as catalysts. But the principal responsibility to construct a solution must rest with the
Myanmar elite and leadership of both camps. Through resilience and pragmatism, they crafted a
way out in 2011-21. They must recreate that spirit. ‘The Golden Land’, where Lord Buddha is
revered, needs to be re-inspired by his teachings. Else, a prolonged, contested military rule or a
failed state seems a distinct possibility.
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CHINA’S TRADE DIPS AS COVID CURBS, GLOBAL
SLOWDOWN HIT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

China’s exports and imports unexpectedly contracted in October, the first simultaneous slump
since May 2020, as COVID curbs at home and global recession risks dented demand.

Outbound shipments in October shrank 0.3% from a year earlier, a sharp turnaround from a
5.7% gain in September, official data showed on Monday. Imports dipped 0.7%, from a 0.3%
gain in September.
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U.S., BELGIUM TO QUESTION INDIA ON CAA,
MINORITY RIGHTS, HATE SPEECH AT HRC

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Treatment of journalists and human rights defenders, the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), the
Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) and custodial torture are expected to dominate the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of India at the Human Rights Council in Geneva that will take
place on Thursday.

In “Advance Questions” submitted to the council, Belgium has called the CAA “anti-minority”,
and asked India if the law would be repealed. Similar concerns have been raised by the United
States, which has highlighted “hate speech”, “internet shut downs” and the issue of hijab in
Karnataka.

“Will the government of India review and repeal anti-minority laws such as the CAA and anti-
conversion laws which target religious minorities, and introduce measures and legislation to
prevent and respond to communal and targeted religious violence?” Belgium asked.

The country further asked about the steps that the Government of India will take to ensure that
“human rights defenders, journalists and civil society organisations can exercise their rights to
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, free from threats, harassment, intimidation and
attacks”.

Till Tuesday, the U.S., the U.K., Belgium, Spain, Panama, Canada, Germany, Liechtenstein and
Slovenia have submitted “Advance Questions” for the Indian-centric session on Thursday. The
U.S. has also asked the Government of India about how the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA), the National Security Act, Public Safety Act and Sections 124A, 499, and 500 of the
IPC comply with India’s international human rights obligations and commitments. The UPR will
be conducted on the basis of the national report provided by India, information provided by
independent human rights experts and groups, and international human rights groups.

In the report submitted in August, India informed the Council that laws were consistently
enforced to ensure protection of the minority communities.

The national position on the issue of human rights gives an indication of the line that India is
expected to take during the upcoming deliberation which has drawn curiosity because of the
negative observations that several human rights organisations have submitted to the world body.

The Universal Periodic Review will be conducted on the basis of the national report provided by
India

 Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values


Page 24

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-11-10

TUSHAR MEHTA TO LEAD INDIAN DELEGATION TO
UNHRC

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta will lead the official Indian delegation to the Human Rights
Council where the Fourth Universal Periodic Review will take place on November 10, the
Ministry of External Affairs has announced. A press release stated that India has been “engaged
constructively” with members of the UNHRC and others in the United Nations to support human
rights across the world. The announcement came hours before the session where countries like
the United States, U.K., Belgium, Germany and Spain are expected to raise issues like the
Citizenship Amendment Act and incidents of “hate speech” and the hijab issue of Karnataka.
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HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS MUST OBEY LAW OF
THE LAND, INDIA SAYS IN GENEVA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

India appreciates the role of human rights defenders, journalists and activists in the democratic
system but the activities of these groups and individuals should be in conformity with the law of
the land, said Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta at the Human Rights Council (HRC) in Geneva on
Thursday. The session was live-streamed.

Starting the fourth cycle of the Universal Periodic Review of India at the HRC, Greece, the
Netherlands and Vatican City on Thursday called upon the Government of India to ensure
freedom of religion and end discrimination against human rights defenders and religious
minorities.

“Actions were taken against some organisations due to their illegal practices including malafide
re-routing of money and wilful and continuing violations of extant legal provisions, foreign
exchange management rules and tax law of India,” said Tushar Mehta in defence of India’s
actions regarding the human rights defenders. Earlier, the member countries of the HRC made a
number of observations touching upon Indian society and polity.

“Immediately release all human rights defenders,” said Luxembourg.

The strongest comment came from Greece that called upon India to “ensure full implementation
of freedom of religion”. Germany expressed concern about the rights situation in India and said,
“Germany remains concerned about the rights of marginalised groups, especially religious
minorities as well as women and girls.” Germany also said that the Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act should not “unduly restrict” the “freedom of association” in India. The German
representative called upon India to strengthen the National Human Rights Commission and said
the discrimination against Dalits should end.

Ireland recommended that the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act be applied in a transparent
manner and that Indian States should “repeal” anti-conversion laws to ensure compliance to
international human rights laws. The representative of South Korea also raised the issue of the
FCRA. Italy asked India to enable civil society organisations and freedom of expression and
freedom of religion. “Take concrete measures to end violence against them [minorities],” said the
representative of Italy.

Lithuania called upon India to end restrictions on freedom of expression and civil society.
Belgium which had submitted advance questions raised the issue of civil liberties in India and
called for an end to restrictions on freedom of religion. Mauritius praised India for following the
principle of vasudhaiva kutumbakam [the world is one family].

Maldives thanked India for the country’s support during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Marshall
Islands expressed condolences for the victims of the Morbi bridge tragedy and called for an end
to caste-based violence and violence against women. Mexico raised the National Register of
Citizenship and called for measures that can reduce chances of stateless people. France and
Montenegro called upon India to ratify the Convention against Torture.

Actions were taken against some organisations due to their illegal practices, including wilful
violations of legal provisions
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Tushar Mehta

Solicitor-General of India
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PAYMENTS STILL AN ISSUE, INDIA AND RUSSIA
WORKING TOWARDS A SOLUTION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Trade deals:S. Jaishankar and Sergey Lavrov exchange notes after a press conference in
Moscow on Tuesday.APMAXIM SHIPENKOV

With larger payments still an issue, of which defence deals account for a large part, India and
Russia are trying to find a workaround, and this was one of the issues External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar discussed with his Russian counterpart, Sergey Lavrov, during his recent visit to
Moscow, according to official sources.

“Some modifications with regard to payments are expected following the visit. Both sides are
working towards a solution,” an official source said. Mr. Jaishankar was in Moscow earlier this
week where the war in Ukraine was top on the agenda.

A defence source said that ‘milestone’ payments which were to be made as per delivery
timelines had been delayed.

In some cases, while deliveries had been made by Russia, the payments were yet to be cleared,
it has been learnt.

Rupees accumulating

It has been learnt that rupee-rouble payments are not solving the issue as rupees are
accumulating on the Russian side due to the trade imbalance. Since the war in Ukraine and
Russia’s ouster from the SWIFT system, while smaller payments have been happening in the
last few months, there are issues with larger payments, another official source stated. Goods
have been shipped but payments have been held up, as Russia tries to meet timelines, which
have seen some slippages with the continuing war in Ukraine.

Russia has emerged as India’s largest supplier of oil for the month of October, according to
latest figures, overtaking the traditional suppliers Saudi Arabia and Iraq.

With Russia being shut out of the global SWIFT system for money transfers, India and Russia
have agreed to conduct payments through the rupee-rouble arrangement after trying Euro as
well. With several big-ticket deals including the S-400 and stealth frigates under implementation,
large volume of payments are to be made. Central banks of the two countries have been
discussing ways to overcome the impasse.

As reported by The Hindu , speaking at the Army-2022 expo in Moscow in August, Dmitry
Shugaev, Director of the Federal Service for Military-Technical Cooperation (FSMTC) of Russia,
said Russian exporters of military products today were operating in a new reality and payments
for defence deals in U.S. dollars and Euro had been reduced to a minimum and they were
adopting various measures to offset impact of sanctions, including switching to payments in
national currencies.
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PM TO LEAVE FOR BALI G-20 SUMMIT ON MONDAY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important

organizations

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Bali for the G-20 leadership summit from November 14 to
16.

Arindam Bagchi, official spokesperson of the External Affairs Ministry, said here on Thursday
that Mr. Modi was expected to leave late on Monday, and apart from holding talks with other G-
20 heads of governments and states, he will “address and interact” with members of the Indian
community.

“Three working sessions will be held as part of the G-20 summit agenda — food and energy
security, health and digital transformation. At the closing session, President Widodo will
symbolically hand over the G-20 presidency to Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi,” he said.

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar will lead the Indian delegation to Phnom Penh for the 19th
India-ASEAN summit and the 17th East Asia Summit on November 12 and 13.
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U.S. TREASURY REMOVES INDIA FROM CURRENCY
MONITORING LIST

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The U.S. Department of Treasury on Friday removed India along with Italy, Mexico, Thailand
and Vietnam from its Currency Monitoring List of major trading partners that merit close attention
to their currency practices and macroeconomic policies. India had been on the list for the last
two years. The move came on a day when Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen visited New
Delhi and held talks with Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. The countries that have been
removed from the list have met only one out of three criteria for two consecutive reports, said the
Department of Treasury said in its biannual report to the Congress.PTI
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‘NATIONAL CURRENCIES UNLIKELY TO REPLACE U.S.
DOLLAR SOON’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

National currencies will find greater use in the near future but they are not likely to replace the
American dollar any time soon, according to a veteran Indian diplomat.

Addressing an online event organised by Russian media outlet Sputnik on Friday, former Indian
ambassador to Russia D.B. Venkatesh Varma said that a “basket of currencies” could also be
considered for future usage to deal with economic disruptions.

The issue of transacting in national currencies has acquired greater resonance in recent months
as India-Russia trade and defence ties are facing payment issues because of sanctions on
Russia due to its conflict with Ukraine.

“The notion of increasing use of national currencies has been under discussion for a number of
years. But what has changed now is that the urgency has increased considerably. Over a period
of time, number of countries are believing that holding all your accounts in dollars is not such a
good thing. So there is a certain tendency towards moving away from the dollar, but to believe
that this will lead to de-dollarisation of the global economy very quickly — I think is not going to
happen,” said Mr. Varma, who served as India’s ambassador to Russia till last year.

The issue of payment in national currencies has acquired an urgency in view of the booming
energy trade between Russia and India. Andrey Volodin, Professor of the Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, said that the Ukraine war had
created difficulties in the international system but it had also thrown open new opportunities that
did not exist previously. “Russian oil has come in handy for India. So, there is no secret that
India sells Russian oil to western Europe and the United States.” he said.

A ‘basket of currencies’ may be considered for future usage to deal with economic disruptions,
says former Indian envoy to Russia
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Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh with Jagdeep Dhankhar at a meeting during the
ASEAN Summit on Saturday.AFPNHAC NGUYEN

India supports ASEAN-centrality in the evolving regional architecture in the Indo-Pacific region,
Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar said at the 19th ASEAN-India summit in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia which is commemorating the 30th anniversary of the India-ASEAN dialogue.

During the summit, the delegations declared the establishment of the ASEAN-India
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and reaffirmed the importance of “freedom of navigation
and overflight” in the strategically important region.

“The cultural, economic and civilisational ties that have existed between India and Southeast
Asia since time immemorial provided the strong foundation to build our partnership in modern
times from a sectoral partnership in 1992 to a comprehensive strategic partnership in 2022,”
said Vice-President Dhankhar.

A Joint Statement issued on the occasion recognised the importance of “unimpeded lawful
maritime commerce” saying that disputes should be resolved by following “universally
recognised principles of international law, including the 1982 United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and the relevant standards and recommended practices by the
International Aviation Organisation (ICAO), and the International Maritime Organisation (IMO).

Both sides also agreed to intensify maritime cooperation including anti-piracy operations, armed
robbery against ships, maritime safety, search and rescue (SAR) operations, humanitarian
assistance, and emergency response and relief.

Enhanced collaboration

Among other security measures, both sides announced plans to enhance collaboration against
“terrorism and transnational crimes including international economic crimes and money
laundering, cybercrime, drugs and human trafficking and arms smuggling.” “Military medicine” is
also an area that drew attention during the deliberation.

Both sides agreed to enhance cooperation in the space sector including “through the
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establishment of Tracking, Data reception and Processing Stations in Vietnam and Indonesia”.
India and ASEAN agreed to expedite the review of the ASEAN-India Trade In Goods Agreement
(AITIGA) to render it “trade-facilitative”.

As part of maintaining “ASEAN-centrality”, the two sides reaffirmed the importance of deepening
dialogue and coordination through ASEAN-led mechanisms including the ASEAN-India Summit,
the East Asia Summit, the Post-Ministerial Conference with India (PMC+1), the ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF), the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus), and the
Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF).
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The United States is happy for India to continue buying as much Russian oil as it wants,
including at prices above a G7-imposed price cap, if it steers clear of Western insurance, finance
and maritime services bound by the cap, U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said on Friday.

The cap would still drive global oil prices lower while curbing Russia’s revenues, Ms. Yellen said
in an interview with Reuters on the sidelines of a conference on deepening U.S.-Indian
economic ties. Russia will not be able to sell as much oil as it does now once the European
Union halts imports without resorting to the capped price or significant discounts from current
prices, Ms. Yellen added.

“Russia is going to find it very difficult to continue shipping as much oil as they have done when
the EU stops buying Russian oil,” Ms. Yellen said. “They’re going to be heavily in search of
buyers. And many buyers are reliant on Western services.”

India is now Russia’s largest oil buyer after China.

Final details of the price cap to be imposed by wealthy G7 democracies and Australia are still
coming together ahead of a December 5 deadline.

The existence of the cap would give India, China and other major buyers of Russian crude
leverage to push down the price they pay to Moscow, Ms. Yellen said. Russian oil “is going to be
selling at bargain prices and we’re happy to have India get that bargain or Africa or China. It’s
fine,” she added.

Ms. Yellen said India and private Indian oil companies “can also purchase oil at any price they
want as long as they don’t use these Western services and they find other services. And either
way is fine.”

The cap is intended to cut Russia’s oil revenues while keeping Russian crude on the market by
denying insurance, maritime services and finance provided by the Western allies for tanker
cargoes priced above a fixed dollar-per barrel cap. A historical Russian Urals crude average of
$63-64 a barrel could form an upper limit.

The cap is a concept promoted by the U.S. since the EU first laid out plans for an embargo on
Russian oil to punish Moscow for its invasion of Ukraine.
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India wary

Ms. Yellen’s remarks were made after India’s foreign minister said last week that his country
would continue to buy Russian crude because it benefits India.

India’s finance and energy ministries were not available for comment, but officials have said they
were wary of the untested price cap.

“I do not think we will follow the price cap... and we have communicated that,” one Indian
government official said, speaking on condition of anonymity.
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Only one in four people has been vaccinated against COVID-19 with at least one dose in low
and middle income countries as of November 9, 2022. File | Photo Credit: Reuters

The story so far: The Global Dashboard for Vaccine Equity, a joint effort by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the University of
Oxford with cooperation across the UN system, has put out recent data that justifies the
vexatious core of the vaccine distribution programme: Only one in four people has been
vaccinated with at least one dose in low and middle income countries as of November 9, 2022.
In comparison, in high income countries, three in four people have got at least one dose of the
vaccine.

The Global Dashboard for Vaccine Equity combines the latest data on the global roll-out of
COVID-19 vaccines with the “most recent socio-economic information to illustrate why
accelerating vaccine equity is not only critical to saving lives but also to driving a faster and fairer
recovery from the pandemic with benefits for all.” It provides new, actionable insights and
possibilities for policy makers to dive into the implications of vaccine inequity for socio-economic
recovery, jobs and welfare.

Simply put, everyone in the world has the same access to vaccines. While the availability of
drugs across the world continues to remain iniquitous, disadvantaging large swathes of people
in low and middle income countries, it was hoped that the urgency of a pandemic might erase
these differences, offering equal access to all. But that was not to be.

A Lancet article, indicated how, early on in the COVID-19 pandemic, vaccine production was
insufficient to meet global demand. “Many wealthy countries turned inwards, procuring vaccine
doses through exclusive bilateral deals for their domestic populations (vaccine nationalism), and
manufacturing countries, such as India, imposed temporary export bans. These events
catalysed the global vaccine inequity that is still evident today,” the article, by Victor. J. Dzau,
argued.

Another Lancet article in February this year by Simar Singh Bajaj et al, pointed at the fact that
“widening gaps in global vaccine equity have led to a two-track pandemic with booster COVID-
19 vaccinations proliferating in high-income countries (HICs) and first doses not yet reaching all
populations in low-income countries (LICs).” WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus using the strongest of terms for this divide, called it: ‘Vaccine Apartheid’.

https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/close-the-vaccination-gap-in-global-lockstep/article34711396.ece
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The Dashboard also points out another key factor: While vaccination programmes will increase
healthcare costs across all countries, it is especially the case in low-income countries as they
would need to increase their health expenditure by a staggering 30-60% to reach 70% of their
population under the current pricing. High-income countries are expected to increase theirs by
only 0.8% to achieve the same vaccination rate in one year.

It was reported that during the height of the pandemic, efforts were initiated to waive the
intellectual property protection for the COVID-19 range of therapeutics and vaccines, in order to
ensure that affordability alone doesn’t determine availability. A waiver in the TRIPS agreement
was proposed as a radical way to overcome the anticipated shortfalls. However, that did not
come through.

Also read | 50m doses of Covaxin set to expire early 2023 due to poor offtake

What did come through was The COVID-19 Vaccine Delivery Partnership (COVAX), a collective
international effort with ‘One Country Team’, ‘One Plan’, and ‘One Budget’ which was launched
by WHO, UNICEF, and Gavi and the World Bank, to intensify country readiness and delivery
support. It aimed at accelerating COVID-19 vaccination coverage in 34 low coverage countries,
along with their governments. While COVAX has helped many countries access vaccines, since
its launch in January 2022, low income countries (LICs) particularly continue to have difficulties
in achieving a step change in vaccination rates, the WHO records.

Further, unless it can support LICs beyond the 20% vaccination rate, the financial burden of
vaccinating an additional 50% of the population will fall on most vulnerable countries. Given that
substantial parts of the world are still reeling from lockdown-induced economic crises, such
nations might find it a Herculean task to do so, even if not impossible.

Going by WHO’s dictum that no one is safe until everyone is safe, it is imperative that adequate
quantities of COVID-19 vaccine are available to countries across the world, particularly at a time
when the risk of new variants causing further waves of infections is still alive.

Explained | Is there any end of the COVID-19 pandemic in sight? 

The WHO has called for “concerted and urgent action from countries, international partners and
agencies, along with G20 Finance Ministers is required to increase vaccination levels and
expedite access.”
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With the handover of the gavel from Indonesian President Joko Widodo, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took over leadership of the G20 process on Wednesday, which will position India
at the helm of forming consensus among the most advanced economies over the next year.
India’s presidency, which begins on December 1, comes at a time when the world faces
economic hardships and global recessionary trends. In addition, the political polarisation
between the U.S. and European Union, and Russia, all G20 members, will make every meeting
that India will host fraught with tensions. But the G20 summit in Bali provided some positive
signals. Despite fears that G20 members would fail to produce a joint statement, Sherpas of
each delegation persevered to reach a 17-page consensus document. Expectedly, there was
trouble over the paragraphs on the Russia-Ukraine conflict. India’s role in tempering some of the
language during the negotiations has been highlighted, and Mr. Modi’s phrase at the SCO
summit in September, that this is “not an era of war”, was included in the final statement. The
majority of the G20 leadership was not in favour of equivocating on the conflict, as India and a
few other countries have been doing, and the joint communique said that “most members
strongly condemned the war in Ukraine”. It was a positive sign that while Russia protested the
statement, its Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov was present, and President Putin’s absence
actually contributed to a more manageable summit for Indonesia.

The fact that Mr. Modi also extended his hand to Chinese President Xi Jinping during the
banquet is in contrast to their stony demeanour at the SCO summit in September and could
signal a thaw in talks between them for the first time since the LAC standoff began in 2020.
While Mr. Modi may have to explain the shift domestically, his decision to speak to the Chinese
President also reflects the practical reality that India, as host of the G20 and the SCO in 2023,
will need to ensure the full participation of those groupings, that include rivals such as China and
Pakistan. More such pragmatism will be necessary for India in its year of the G20 presidency,
with about 200 meetings planned. To achieve this New Delhi will have to bring on board all
countries with its vision for the forum’s future — steering the world’s economic leadership
through this difficult phase, and preparing for future perils including climate change and global
warming, food and energy shortages, terrorism and conflict, and bridging the digital divide.
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The United States and China have agreed to more “responsibly” manage their increasingly
fractious relations, following a meeting between Presidents Joe Biden and Xi Jinping. In their
first face-to-face meeting, since Mr. Biden assumed the U.S. presidency, in Bali on November
14, 2022 ahead of the G20 summit, they appeared to agree that the downward slide in relations,
especially in the wake of U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan in August, suited
neither side. The biggest takeaway is an agreement that “competition should not veer into
conflict” and that both must, as the White House put it in a statement, “manage the competition
responsibly and maintain open lines of communication”. Mr. Xi echoed that sentiment by saying
“relations should not be a zero-sum game where one side out-competes or thrives at the
expense of the other”. To that end, both sides have reopened dialogues that remained frozen
since Ms. Pelosi’s Taiwan visit, starting with working together on climate change, a key
challenge that cannot be addressed without the world’s two biggest polluters. U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken will now travel to China, while other suspended joint working groups,
including on global economic stability, debt relief, food security and health security, are likely to
resume.

While the resumption in contact is certainly significant, it is, however, only a first and tentative
step towards stabilising an increasingly fraught relationship; none of the substantive differences
has been resolved. On trade, Mr. Xi noted China’s opposition to “starting a trade war or a
technology war, building walls and barriers, pushing for decoupling and severing supply chains”,
reflecting Beijing’s displeasure at Washington’s latest export controls on chips, which have dealt
a hammer blow to its semiconductor ambitions. Human rights is another sticking point. Mr. Biden
“raised concerns” about Xinjiang, Tibet, and Hong Kong, while Mr. Xi retorted that “no country
has a perfect democratic system” and “just as the United States has American-style democracy,
China has Chinese-style democracy”. The biggest factor, however, remains the Taiwan
question. While Mr. Biden assured Mr. Xi that there was no change in the “one China policy”, the
view in Beijing is that the U.S. has been gradually “hollowing out” its Taiwan commitments.
Should Ms. Pelosi’s likely successor, Republican leader Kevin McCarthy, go ahead with his
already declared plan to visit Taiwan, relations may yet again be plunged into crisis. While the
thaw in ties between the world’s two biggest powers will be welcomed in most Asian capitals that
are wary of a brewing Cold War, the respite may yet turn out to be brief.
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India is negotiating FTAs with countries such as the European Union, Canada, the U.K., and
Israel. File | Photo Credit: The Hindu

To achieve the export target of $2 trillion by 2030, India is going the whole hog on free trade
agreements (FTAs). India is negotiating FTAs with countries such as the European Union,
Canada, the U.K., and Israel. These FTAs cover a wide array of topics such as tariff reduction
impacting the entire manufacturing and the agricultural sector; rules on services trade; digital
issues such as data localisation; intellectual property rights that may have an impact on the
accessibility of drugs; and investment promotion, facilitation, and protection. Consequently, an
FTA has a far-reaching impact on the economy and society. Given this, one legitimately expects
transparency and greater scrutiny of the FTA process both during and after the negotiations. 

But India negotiates most FTAs behind closed doors with very little information about the
objectives and processes followed and negligible scrutiny. This is not the case in other countries
with whom India is negotiating such an FTA. In the U.K., for example, there are several robust
mechanisms that foster a certain degree of transparency in the FTA negotiations. Furthermore,
there are institutional apparatuses that enable the scrutiny of the actions of the executive, during
and after the signing of the FTA. Let us look at these mechanisms. 

First, the Department of International Trade (DFIT), U.K., publishes a policy paper laying down
the strategic objectives behind negotiating an FTA and why it is important for the U.K. to have an
FTA with a particular country. This policy paper is fairly detailed listing the specific advantages of
signing an FTA such as the economic gains expected, distributional impacts, the environmental
impact, and the labour and human rights dimensions of the FTA. In India, no such document is
produced publicly that makes a case for signing an FTA and assessing its impact on the
environment and society at large. The Commerce Ministry — the nodal body dealing with FTAs
— on its website provides the bare minimum information about FTA negotiations.

Second, the policy paper that the DFIT publishes also contains the inputs and responses
received by various stakeholders such as businesses, non-governmental organisations, and
others. Furthermore, the policy paper also explains the government view on specific
suggestions. Seemingly, the Commerce Ministry also undertakes stakeholder consultations and
inter-ministerial meetings but there is no public record of these discussions and the
government’s response to the concerns of stakeholders. 

Third, in the U.K., the strategic objectives identified by the government for signing an FTA are
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scrutinised by the U.K. Parliament. This job is performed by the International Agreements
Committee (IAC) of the British Parliament. The IAC hears expert witnesses on the FTA, critically
examines the government’s strategic objectives for each FTA under negotiation, and offers key
recommendations wherever it finds gaps in the government’s approach. The U.K. government
then responds to these recommendations. In India, there is no mechanism for such
parliamentary scrutiny of the executive’s actions during the FTA negotiations. India’s
parliamentary system allows for department-related parliamentary committees that discuss
various topics of importance and offer recommendations. However, the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Commerce (PSCC) rarely scrutinises the Indian government’s objectives behind
negotiating and signing an FTA.

Fourth, in the U.K, under the Constitutional Reform and Governance Act, 2010, the executive
has to lay down a treaty before the British Parliament for 21 sitting days with an explanatory
memorandum before ratifying it. This allows Parliament to be apprised of the treaty the
executive is going to ratify. In India, there is no mechanism for any role of Parliament in the
ratification of treaties including FTAs. Entering into treaties and matters incidental to it such as
negotiations, signing and ratification are within the constitutional competence of Parliament. But,
Parliament in the last seven-plus decades has not exercised its power on this issue, thus giving
the executive unfettered freedom in negotiating, signing, and ratifying treaties including FTAs.

India should take a leaf out of the U.K. book and develop a law on entering treaties including
FTAs. This law should have the following parts. First, the executive should make a clear
economic case outlining its strategic objectives publicly for entering into negotiations for a treaty
such as an FTA. Second, the executive should be under an obligation to consult all
stakeholders, respond to their concerns and make this information publicly available. Third, the
Indian Parliament should constitute a committee on the lines of the U.K.’s IAC that will scrutinise
the strategic objectives behind entering into an FTA. Fourth, the executive should place the FTA
on the floor of Parliament for a certain duration, allowing Parliament to debate it, before ratifying
it. While the executive’s constitutional prerogative of entering into an FTA or international
treaties, in general, is indisputable, this power should be exercised in a manner that makes the
executive answerable. After all, an integral facet of democracy is to hold the executive to
account for its actions. It should be no different for negotiating international treaties including
FTAs. 
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For the first time since February 2021, India’s goods exports shrank this October, dropping
16.7% from last year (and 16% from September 2022) to slip below $30 billion after a 20-month-
streak above that mark. Most sectors were hit hard: engineering goods, pharmaceuticals and
chemicals and employment-intensive gems and jewellery, textiles and handlooms. Just six
sectors recorded an uptick, with electronics goods being the only manufacturing segment.
Imports grew 5.7% year-on-year, expanding the country’s trade deficit over 50% to $26.9 billion.
This is the fourth straight month of a $25 billion-plus goods trade deficit that hit a record $30
billion in July. To be sure, imports have now been moderating sequentially for four straight
months and dropped 7.3% from September to an eight-month low of $56.7 billion. But a
marginal dip in petroleum imports, along with a 10.3% shrinking of non-oil, non-gold imports
from September, can also be construed as a sign of slackening domestic demand. India’s trade
deficit so far this year is now over $175 billion, from $94.2 billion a year ago. With high energy
prices likely to escalate with winter’s onset, a significant easing in deficit levels is not on the
horizon yet.

While the Government acknowledged forecasts of a slump in global shipments growth to just 1%
in 2023, it attributed the October trade blip to a seasonal Deepavali effect — production dips as
workers go on leave and imports rise with festive demand. Though the pre-Deepavali and
Deepavali month exports did have a $5 billion gap in 2021, this was not the case in pre-COVID
2019. Officials conveyed there is no need to be ‘overly depressed’ as India has a very low share
of global trade which can only grow. But that growth will not accrue automatically — in a
shrinking buyer’s market, rivals such as Vietnam cannot be expected to simply wait out the
slump. In contrast, a new Foreign Trade Policy to replace the current policy from 2015, was
recently deferred yet again till April 2023 for reasons that included waiting out the current global
turmoil. If anything, the tumult in trade flows will be much worse by then. Policymakers must stop
dithering and be more pro-active in recalibrating their stance — for instance, the steel export
duty amid lower global prices has triggered higher imports, while exports, including those of
engineering goods, have collapsed. The Finance Ministry recently identified external pressures
as a key challenge — with a depreciating rupee making imports pricier and slowing global
demand hurting exports. More actions are needed to match these concerns; waiting and
watching is not an option.

To read this editorial in Tamil, click here

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/october-exports-drop-1665-deficit-rises-50/article66141236.ece
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‘India’s recent or past statements on issues of global importance indicate that it tends to take
positions that not just suit its interests but are also informed by its sense of being a unique
player on the global stage’ | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

“Whose side is India on?” is one foundational question that constantly confronts practitioners,
thinkers and commentators of India’s foreign policy. The ongoing war in Ukraine on the one
hand and the confrontation between Russia (India’s traditional partner) and the United States
and the West (also India’s partners) on the other have increased the frequency/regularity of this
question. So whose side is India on, after all? Is India with Russia or with the U.S./the West in
this war? The problem with these rather unidimensional questions is that they habitually assume
that there are just a few select sides in world politics, and India is not a side with any geopolitical
agency of major consequence. Notably, India gets asked “Whose side are you on?” far more
than China does, for China is viewed as a side.

When great powers seek India’s support during geopolitical contestations, such as the one over
Ukraine, they end up facing a stubborn India that is reluctant to toe the line. The inherent reason
behind Indian reluctance, however, is not stubbornness but a sense of self which views itself as
a pole in the international system, and not as a satellite state or a camp follower. India refuses to
take sides because it views itself as a side whose interests are not accounted for by other
camps or poles.

Some reflections on ‘India as a pole’ is perhaps appropriate at a time when India assumes the
chair of the G20 and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), two institutions that are
geopolitically significant today.

Indian policymakers, notwithstanding the relative material incapacity of the state, inherently think
of themselves as a pole in the international system. New Delhi’s constant exhortations of a
multipolar world are also very much in tune with this thinking about itself as a pole in a multipolar
world.

There is a rich history to it. The origins of this thought can be found in the character of the
country’s long struggle for independence; the pre and post-Independence articulations of
leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru, Gandhiji, and Bal Gangadhar Tilak among others on
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international politics; the (not uncontested) primacy India inherited as the legatee state of the
British empire in South Asia; India’s larger than life civilisational sense of self; and the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) experiment, have all contributed to India’s desire for a unique foreign
policy identity and a voice in the comity of nations. For much of its modern independent history,
India’s foreign policy has been a unique experiment. It has had its pitfalls, and has led to foreign
policy mistakes, but that does not take away from its unique sense of external agency. Modern
India’s largely endogenous moorings have lent themselves to the self-assumed identity of a
unique pole in a multipolar world. Herein lies the origin of a modern state which refuses to be led
by another pole or easily aligned to one, but sees itself as a pole instead.

Historically, India’s view of itself as a pole is evident in the manner in which it used to pursue
non-alignment for several decades after Independence. Some vestiges of this continue to inform
India’s foreign policy to this day. It is also important to point out that India’s non-alignment is
often misunderstood given that a number of foreign commentators and practitioners interpret it
as neutrality. For India, however, non-alignment is not neutrality, but the ability to take a position
on a given issue on a case-by-case basis.

What does being a pole mean for India? The classical view of polarity is one of domination of the
international system by the great powers, the balances of power by them, and alliance-building
based on ideology or distribution of power for the purposes of such balancing. India, however,
has a different view of itself as a pole. It has not actively sought to dominate the South Asian
regional subsystem even when it could (even though it occasionally and reluctantly intervened,
but often with disastrous consequences); its balancing behaviour has been subpar, it has
refused to build alliances in the classical sense of the term, or sought camp followers or
allegiances. As a matter of fact, even its occasional balancing behaviour (for instance, the 1971
India-Soviet Treaty during the Bangladesh war) was contingent on emergencies.

If India’s idea of being a pole in the international system is not strictly governed by the classical
understanding, what indeed are the various elements of India’s idea of being a pole? For one,
and to be fair, it does believe it has a strategic periphery in South Asia where it has a natural
claim to primacy. Two, it discourages interference by other powers in that space. Three, it often
tends to speak for ‘underprivileged collectives’, physical (South Asia) or otherwise (NAM,
developing nations, global south, etc. in varying degrees); and it welcomes the rule of law and
regional order. India’s historical focus on the region has been more of a provider of common
goods than as a rule setter or/of demander of allegiance. Could one say, without nationalistic
overindulgence, that India’s idea of being a pole is deeply entrenched in a normative
framework? Perhaps.

If the above is a complicated but reasonably accurate description of India’s sense of its place in
the world, those seeking to win India over to one camp or another must note that New Delhi
detests falling in line. India’s recent or past statements on issues of global importance — be it
Ukraine or Iraq, or the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s aerial campaign in Serbia, or bringing
climate change to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) — indicate that it tends to take
positions that not just suit its interests but are also informed by its sense of being a unique
player on the global stage. This is key to understanding India’s external behaviour.

Notwithstanding the geopolitical difficulties that India faces today, India is a pivotal power in the
Indo-Pacific and beyond, with an ability to help tackle security, climate and other challenges of
global consequence. Western powers must, therefore, treat India as a partner rather than as a
cheerleader. They should mainstream India into global institutions such as the UNSC, and
consult India rather than dictate to India which side to take. The question to ask India is not
“whose side are you on?” but “what is your side?”.
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As India becomes the chair of the G20 and the SCO in 2022, it will further seek to assert itself as
a major pole in the international system, and dissuade demands to follow one camp or another.
Therefore, those wishing to work with India on the global stage must learn to deal with the ‘India
pole’.

Happymon Jacob teaches at the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi, and is the founder of Council for Strategic and Defence Research
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Indonesian President Joko Widodo take part in the handover
ceremony during the G20 Summit in Nusa Dua, Bali, on November 16, 2022. | Photo Credit:
AFP

G20 is usually about a lot of polite, sanctimonious motherhood — ‘wash your hand before you
eat’ kind of statements. Decision-making happens only when all the 20 countries of the group
given their consent on any major step. That, as any organisational theorist will tell you, is an
impossibility.

However, given Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s acute ability to turn almost anything into an
opportunity, India must push through a few tangible changes which will have a profound impact
on the global system. The moment of India’s ascent to the G20 presidency coincides with the
country’s 75th year of Independence. This opportunity must not be frittered away. Together, the
G20 members represent over 80% of the world’s GDP, 75% of international trade and 60% of
the population. There are a few wins possible for India.

Editorial | Welcome pragmatism: On India’s G20 presidency  

Traditionally, the presiding country usually comes up with its own policy formulation. For
example, the Italian presidency’s agenda rested on the three pillars of people, planet, and
prosperity. The Saudi presidency also had three objectives: empowering people, safeguarding
the planet, and shaping new frontiers. India must come up with a formulation that showcases its
true strengths.

First, the world needs new windows for financing climate infrastructure. Using the G20, India
should press the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank Group and the Asian
Development Bank to open new windows for financing climate infrastructure to support the
Panchamrit goals. Traditionally, the IMF provides financial support for balance of payments
needs. But now even countries such as India, which are economically sound, need finances for
invests in climate-related infrastructure. Unlike the World Bank, the IMF functions exclusively via
grants. It is flush with funds and is seeking avenues to invest. If India manages to persuade the
IMF to open a window for climate financing, it would be significant.

Second, India should use the G20 to roll-out the India Stack on the global stage. India Stack is
the world’s largest digital public utility and is growing by leaps and bounds. Some of its principal

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/g20-a-multilateral-platform-in-a-polarised-world/article65617986.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/indias-g-20-presidency-will-be-inclusive-action-oriented-says-pm-modi-as-bali-summit-ends/article66143955.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/welcome-pragmatism-the-hindu-editorial-on-indias-g20-presidency/article66144564.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/welcome-pragmatism-the-hindu-editorial-on-indias-g20-presidency/article66144564.ece
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components are Aadhaar, UPI, eKYC, DigiLocker. Mr. Modi has often been asked, in various
global forums, to share the design and implementation framework of India Stack. If India does
this using G20 as a platform, it will enable the country to be showcased on the global stage and
other countries to leapfrog their own systems. Showcasing India Stack would further enhance
India’s prestige abroad.

Third, India could use the platform to push its own agenda and South Asia’s agenda on a global
scale — for example, by coming up with an alternative financial mechanism to SWIFT, which is
a U.S. monopoly; and taking baby steps for making the rupee more international.

Fourth, India should leverage the G20 to re-imagine the shareholding structures of the IMF and
World Bank. This is easier said than done. While a lot of conversations have taken place around
India’s position in the United Nations Security Council, that is yet to happen. Still, it is time to
begin conversations around restructuring the World Bank and the IMF, so that they bear fruit
sometime in the future. The current structures of the World Bank and the IMF are at variance
with the emerging world in general and India in particular. India can use the leadership to re-
imagine the shareholding structure in such a way that it reflects its global aspirations and power
position and also those of other emerging markets.

Fifth, India, like the European Union, represents a multicultural and multi-religious quasi-federal
structure. There are different States, or Europe-like countries, within India’s border. India has a
rich culture. The G20 would be a good platform for India to showcase the multiple and myriad
aspects of its composite culture so that the world begins to appreciate the richness and cultural
tenacity of the country.

This is a big moment for India to showcase and influence soft power abroad, as the brilliant and
powerful diaspora is doing right now. This can be a great moment to bring together the power of
the diaspora and the power of Indian culture on a single platform. The world needs an
alternative to the U.S.’s soft power and culture, which have been ubiquitous for a long time.

Lastly, India receives around 17 million-18 million tourists every year. Compare this to Las
Vegas, a city in the U.S., which alone gets over 30 million tourists. India has a huge potential to
boost tourism. Amitabh Kant, the IAS officer who was a key driver of initiatives such as
‘Incredible India!’ and ‘God’s Own Country’, is now the G20 Sherpa. Can the various G20
meetings not be held in the Top 25 destinations of India to power the tourism industry?

G20 is all about just one thing — reconciling the irreconcilable. If there is one country which has
the stature to make this happen, it is India. The country has earned its stripes during tough
external and internal times through its deft economic management (inflation is 11% and rising in
the U.K.; 9% in the U.S., and 7% and falling in India). Further, the development and roll-out of
COVID-19 vaccines in India was remarkable. India has justifiably earned global accolades for
both these achievements and is thus well-positioned to beat into place a tough but necessary
consensus on the G20 platform. If anyone can provide leadership and make this happen, it is
India under the leadership of Mr. Modi at this moment.
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INDIA-GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL (GCC) DECIDE
TO PURSUE RESUMPTION OF FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT (FTA) NEGOTIATIONS
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Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public
Distribution and Textiles, Government of India, and His Excellency Dr. Nayef Falah M. Al-Hajraf,
Secretary General, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), held a Joint Press Conference, in New
Delhi today, to announce the intent to pursue negotiations on the India-GCC FTA. 

With forward-looking and solution-oriented deliberations, bilateral engagements witnessed
significant progress on all matters of mutual interest across the entire gamut of bilateral
economic relations between India and the GCC nations. 

Both sides agreed to expedite conclusion of the requisite legal and technical requirements for
formal resumption of the FTA negotiations. The FTA is envisaged to be a modern,
comprehensive Agreement with substantial coverage of goods and services. Both sides
emphasized that the FTA will create new jobs, raise living standards, and provide wider social
and economic opportunities in India and all the GCC countries. Both sides agreed to significantly
expand and diversify the trade basket in line with the enormous potential that exists on account
of the complementary business and economic ecosystems of India and the GCC. 

It may be noted that the GCC is currently India’s largest trading partner bloc with bilateral trade
in FY 2021-22 valued at over USD 154 billion with exports valued at approximately USD 44
billion and imports of around USD 110 billion (non-oil exports of USD 33.8 Billion and non-oil
imports of USD 37.2 Billion). Bilateral trade in services between India and the GCC was valued
at around USD 14 billion in FY 2021-22, with exports valued at USD 5.5 Billion and imports at
USD 8.3 Billion. 

GCC countries contribute almost 35% of India’s oil imports and 70% of gas imports. India’s
overall crude oil imports from the GCC in 2021-22 were about $48 billion, while LNG and LPG
imports in 2021-22 were about $21 billion. Investments from the GCC in India are currently
valued at over USD 18 billion.

******
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Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public
Distribution and Textiles, Government of India, and His Excellency Dr. Nayef Falah M. Al-Hajraf,
Secretary General, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), held a Joint Press Conference, in New
Delhi today, to announce the intent to pursue negotiations on the India-GCC FTA. 

With forward-looking and solution-oriented deliberations, bilateral engagements witnessed
significant progress on all matters of mutual interest across the entire gamut of bilateral
economic relations between India and the GCC nations. 

Both sides agreed to expedite conclusion of the requisite legal and technical requirements for
formal resumption of the FTA negotiations. The FTA is envisaged to be a modern,
comprehensive Agreement with substantial coverage of goods and services. Both sides
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emphasized that the FTA will create new jobs, raise living standards, and provide wider social
and economic opportunities in India and all the GCC countries. Both sides agreed to significantly
expand and diversify the trade basket in line with the enormous potential that exists on account
of the complementary business and economic ecosystems of India and the GCC. 

It may be noted that the GCC is currently India’s largest trading partner bloc with bilateral trade
in FY 2021-22 valued at over USD 154 billion with exports valued at approximately USD 44
billion and imports of around USD 110 billion (non-oil exports of USD 33.8 Billion and non-oil
imports of USD 37.2 Billion). Bilateral trade in services between India and the GCC was valued
at around USD 14 billion in FY 2021-22, with exports valued at USD 5.5 Billion and imports at
USD 8.3 Billion. 

GCC countries contribute almost 35% of India’s oil imports and 70% of gas imports. India’s
overall crude oil imports from the GCC in 2021-22 were about $48 billion, while LNG and LPG
imports in 2021-22 were about $21 billion. Investments from the GCC in India are currently
valued at over USD 18 billion.
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In what would be India’s first major free trade deal with a developed economy in over a decade,
the first phase of a pact sealed with Australia in April this year is likely to be operationalised
soon, paving easier market access for Indian services and goods. Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese’s administration that assumed office a little over a month after his predecessor and
now Leader of Opposition Scott Morrison signed the Economic Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (ECTA) with India, has steered its ratification through Parliament. So, the India-
Australia partnership enjoys wide, bipartisan support in Canberra — that Australia has been
particularly upset with what it called the ‘weaponisation of trade’ by China, has surely helped
galvanise sentiment about India being a more trustworthy partner. While the two countries are
already part of recently formed global cliques such as the four-nation Quad, the trilateral Supply
Chain Resilience Initiative and the Indo-Pacific Economic Forum (IPEF), the bilateral trade deal
is a strong positive signal about India’s credentials to a world shuffling its feet away from dodgy
supply chains towards a ‘China plus one’ strategy. Trading partners, some of whom are
negotiating similar deals with India, will also be watching the contours of the next phase of talks
between the two countries to firm up a more comprehensive treaty.

India expects bilateral trade to rise to about $50 billion from the current level of $31 billion in five
years, with Indian exports driving half this surge, creating a million new jobs in labour-intensive
sectors. Zero duty benefits on 98.3% of Australian tariff lines, from the day the agreement
comes into force, will be extended to all Indian products within five years. Australia, in turn, will
get zero duty benefits for 90% of its exports (in value terms) to India. With raw materials such as
coal, metals and wool dominating its shipments, that means cheaper inputs for Indian firms.
Annual visa quotas for Indian chefs and yoga trainers, and a post-study work visa regime for
Indian students will bolster ties, as would the approval of a double taxation avoidance
agreement by Australia, which is expected to save millions of dollars a year for Indian IT firms.
As India pushes to close trade deals with the U.K., the EU and Canada, the wine import clauses
with Australia that envisage an industry-level partnership, could also serve as a template for
other spirits. It is critical to remember that trade deals open new doors, but do not automatically
mean higher exports or better trade balances, as India’s past pacts with ASEAN and Japan have
shown. There is no shortcut or alternative to fixing India’s overall global competitiveness.
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At the Swedish Parliament | Photo Credit: AFP

It’s been a bad year. Not only did Russia invade Ukraine, but there were also other disasters
that included the burning out of the Swedish pole star of social democratic thought. Olof Palme’s
since long neglected North-South partnership and non-alignment was scrapped in favour of
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)-membership. The election campaign was dominated
by issues of immigration and crime, with no clear alternative for the victims of social and civic
inequalities. The Social Democratic Party gained votes at the expense of possible allies but lost
out to the radical rightist Swedish Democrats, who are now dominating the new conservative
government’s agenda. Rightists around the world are jubilant. What should leftists and liberal
progressives do?

Leading Swedish social democrats want to follow their Danish colleagues who won national
elections two months later by accepting the right-wing arguments on refugees and police batons
while adding welfare for the “real Danes”. But what is left of social democracy if its core principle
of democracy based on equality of all people — and international solidarity to sustain it — is
undermined?

Leftist social democrats want to counter the rightist thesis of social security through ethnic
nationalism with radical economic and social policies. But as German leftist theorist Wolfgang
Streeck argues, democratic decisions towards such policies have been undermined by global
neoliberalism. And there are few ideas on how to influence international power relations to gain
more national autonomy by strengthening progressives around the world. So, the rightists may
sustain their support by asserting that it remains necessary to protect the “original citizens”
behind nativist borders.

Acting by way of NATO to help Ukraine and save liberal democracy is also problematic. Russian
imperialism must be contained and the countries nearby, including Sweden, which feel
particularly threatened, need to coordinate their defence. Perhaps it is effective to do so within
NATO. But in the long term, the situation worsens if the adaptation to the priorities of the military
alliance reduces the possibilities of countering the fundamental causes of aggressions such as
Ukraine, the U.S.’s interventions, and supporting the struggle for rights and democracy as in
Turkey and Kurdistan. This was not considered in the security policy analysis that legitimised
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Sweden’s NATO application or even dealt with thoroughly within the Social Democratic Party.
Hence, it is time the basic problems are addressed, beyond NATO’s provocations and Putin’s
tsarist dreams.

It is often said that everything is different after February 24 (the Ukraine invasion), but this is not
true. From a historical point of view, the Russian onslaught is not a new evil that can be dealt
with separately. It is certainly exceptional to start a large-scale brutal war in Europe, but the
reasons and methods are largely the same as for the conservative national aggression
worldwide in favour of nativist and identity politics, against democratic freedoms and rights, the
rule of law, dissidents, ethnic, religious and sexual minorities, women, and immigrants, within
and beyond national borders. Most importantly, the right-wing nationalism is in turn largely a
reaction to the downsides of the third wave of rights and democracy in the context of neoliberal
globalisation. So, the fundamental questions relate to these downsides and how to counter
them.

The third wave of democracy began among liberals and broadly defined social democrats in the
Iberian Peninsula and Latin America in the mid-1970s. It spread to Africa and Asia and was
reinforced with the fall of the wall in Berlin and the Soviet Union. Soon, however, the advance of
neoliberalism, combined with the enduring imperial western interests, and the continued
dominance and corruption of elites in the Global South, undermined the capacity of liberal
democracy to offer ordinary people influence as well as justice and prosperity. Liberals and
mainstream social democrats lost much of their credibility. And the more radical democratic left
in trade unions, social movements and civil society groups was usually weak, fragmented and
without political representation.

Many people have instead been attracted by left-wing populism (which has often failed) and,
above all, by “strong” right-wing nationalist leaders. In socio-economically imploding Russia, for
example, Boris Yeltsin’s elitist democratisation was combined with western-backed neo-
liberalism and oligarchs who seized public property for their own gain. Dissatisfaction with this
allowed Vladimir Putin to criticise the spread of liberalism and NATO. He could offer stability,
foster Russian nationalism, win elections and the support of the Church, and strengthen his
power through the security service and business partners. In the Global South, outrage over the
shortcomings of liberalisation, including corruption, increased too.

Consequently, for example, the leader in India and “strong leaders” such as Rodrigo Duterte and
Ferdinand Marcos in the Philippines were able to win elections and acquire absolute power, as
did Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil. In South Africa, the African National Congress’s project was
destroyed, and the pro-democrats of the Arab Spring were left to their fate, Syria became an
inferno and the refugee flows increased, generating rightist reactions as far north as
Scandinavia. In a similar way, the West bet on compromises with the military in Myanmar, which
could then crush the democracy movement. In the U.S., Donald Trump also took over and his
successors live on, as do Brexit and neo-nationalism in Europe.

Meanwhile, the attempts to spread democracy by military means, as in Afghanistan, Iraq and
Libya, have failed. The mainstream democracy support takes on a routinised life of its own.
Sweden, for one, has even reduced aid to the pro-democracy forces that must be strengthened
to solve the problems of plunder and unequal development, and has made special concessions
to the Turkish autocracy to get into NATO. The hopeful cases such as Chile, Colombia, Brazil,
and India’s Kerala are few and short of support. Many people and leaders are critical of the
sanctions policies for Ukraine that hits them harder than Russia. Moreover, the invitation of
Asian allies against Russia and China to the NATO meeting in Madrid epitomises the rise of a
new worldwide Cold War along with rearmament, nuclear threats, proxy wars and support for
authoritarian allies at the expense of human rights, democracy, welfare, and the climate.
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Therefore, while non-aligned countries in the South may hopefully be able to initiate peace
negotiations, we should all do everything to combine the defence against Russia’s aggression
by countering its root causes: that the third democratic wave has, step by step, nourished an
authoritarian reaction because it failed to link neoliberal globalisation with sustainable
development and welfare. Consequently, the principles of liberal democracy can only be
defended and deepened as part of a broad, social, democratically-oriented countermovement
that combines support for pro-democrats with reforms for sustainable development that are
based on productive and participatory welfare reforms. There are positive examples, but
expansion calls for studies of what is possible and an exchange of experience. This would be a
new historic task for concerned scholars, self-critical liberals, environmental and left-wing
activists, and social democrats who do not back down to rightist national moods to win elections.

Olle Törnquist is Professor Emeritus in Politics and Development at the University of Oslo,
formerly Uppsala University, Sweden. His recent book is ‘In Search of New Social Democracy:
Insights from the South – Implications for the North’
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